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SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE – BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

GENERAL HIGHLIGHTS

Revenue

 General and Education Trust Fund (GF/ETF) - Senate Finance GF/ETF revenue estimates are
approximately $2.41 billion in FY 2017, a decrease of approximately $10 million from the Governor’s
estimates. For the FY 2018-2019 biennium, Senate Finance estimates are approximately $4.95 billion, a
decrease of approximately $20 million from the Governor’s estimates.

 Highway Fund - Senate Finance Highway Fund revenue estimates are approximately $240.3 million in FY
2017, and approximately $483.3 million for the FY 2018-2019 biennium. These estimates are identical to
the Governor’s estimates.

 Fish and Game Fund - Senate Finance Fish and Game Fund revenue estimates are approximately $11.4
million in FY 2017, and approximately $22.8 million for the FY 2018-2019 biennium. These estimates are
identical to the Governor’s estimates.

Appropriations

 The Senate Finance Committee’s Budget for FY 2018-2019 appropriates approximately $11.8 billion over
the biennium, $5 billion of which represents general and education trust funds.

Infrastructure Funding

 The Senate Finance Committee budget plan supports additional infrastructure funding in FY 2017 as
follows:

o $18 million to decommission the Concord Steam Corporation and manage the replacement of
heating systems to State owned buildings in Concord (Ch. 2, Laws of 2017);

o $36.8 million for local highway aid and municipal bridge aid (SB 38); and
o Approximately $14.6 million for the Public School Infrastructure Revitalization Trust Fund, to

provide aid for school facility or infrastructure needs as determined by the Governor in
consultation with newly established Commission (HB 517).

Revenue Stabilization Fund (Rainy Day Fund)

 The Senate Finance Committee’s proposed budget plan estimates the Rainy Day Fund balance to reach
$100 million at the end of FY 2017, and increases to $100.5 million at the end of the FY 2018-2019
biennium.
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CATEGORY 1 – GENERAL GOVERNMENT

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

 Level funds Legislative Branch in FY 2018 and provides a 2.4% increase in FY 2019.

 Provides $100,000 for the Decennial Retirement Commission.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

 Funds the Office of Substance Use Disorders and Behavioral Health with a transfer from the Governor’s
Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery.

OFFICE OF ENERGY AND PLANNING

 Provides $10 million over the biennium for the newly established Governor’ Scholarship Program.

 Changes agency name to the Office of Strategic Initiatives.

GOVERNOR’S COMMISSION ON DISABILITY

 Increases funding for Newsline for the Blind.

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

 Provides an additional $720,000 in general funds over the biennium for the Department of Corrections
electronic health record program.

DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

 Funds a classified Deputy Comptroller and Business Analyst in the Financial Reporting Division to assist
in meeting deadlines associated with financial reporting and other functions.

 Adds $2.5 million in general funds and $1.1 million in other funds to the Governor’s Budget in order to
“grandfather” Medicare-eligible retirees born on or before December 31, 1948 from contributing
towards their retiree health premiums. Those born on or after January 1, 1949 will pay a 10% premium
effective January 1, 2018. State general fund appropriations for retiree health insurance in FY 2018-2019
increased $15 million over the previous biennium.

 Creates an Office of the Child Advocate.

SECRETARY OF STATE

 Pursuant to HB 595, abolishes 7 vacant classified positions and establishes 4 new classified positions in
the Corporations Division, and establishes 1 new classified position in Records Management and
Archives.
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 Pursuant to HB 552, establishes a classified Elections Investigator position.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

 Funds the meals and rooms distribution to municipalities at $137.6 million over the biennium, an
increase of $5 million over the previous biennium.

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

 Funds 2 multi-state auditors for national, multi-national and regional business organizations, and 1
collections officer to focus on out-of-state debt. The new positions will result in an additional $3.5 million
in revenue over the biennium.

 Eliminates the Document Processing Division and creates a new Taxpayer Services Division.

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION

 Funds 1 new classified licensing clerk in the Medical Professions Division to assist with newly established
boards and licensees, as well as existing boards and licensees.

 Adds up to $100,000 in general funds for the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program to make up for an
unexpected shortfall of federal funds, contingent on Fiscal Committee approval.

CATEGORY 2 – ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC PROTECTION

JUDICIAL BRANCH

 Funds a new circuit court judge in FY 2019.

 Provides approximately $6.9 million for county drug court grants.

ADJUTANT GENERAL

 Provides $25,000 in both FY 2018 and FY 2019 for the National Guard Scholarship fund.

 Provides additional funding for equipment and personnel for the new Pembroke Armory.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, MARKETS AND FOOD

 Adds additional funding to pay for Metrology lab equipment and the Agricultural Nutrient Management
Grant program.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

 Funds a new pathologist position and a new administrative assistant in the Chief Medical Examiner’s
office to address increased caseloads.
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 Establishes a new investigator position to enforce election and lobbying laws.

 Provides $250,000 each year of the biennium for the newly established Internet Crimes Against Children
Task Force.

INSURANCE DEPARTMENT

 Provides an additional $150,000 for the Comprehensive Healthcare Information System contract.

LIQUOR COMMISSION

 Provides the Liquor Commission with the authority to sell Hampton store land to the Department of
Transportation in order to establish full service rest areas, including the establishment of public/private
partnerships similar to the Hooksett rest areas. The proceeds of the sale of the land will be used to retire
existing Commission debt thus decreasing future debt service costs.

 Provides the Liquor Commission flexibility related to supporting merchant card activity.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

 Requires the Commission to obtain Fiscal Committee approval prior to expending any funds on the
implementation of an energy efficiency resource standard or change the system benefits charge, except
as consistent with or authorized by PUC Order No. 25,932.

DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY

 Reduces highway funds in the Division of State Police by approximately $14 million over the biennium,
and replaces them with general funds.

 Provides funding for 10 new trooper positions, 5 starting in FY 2018 and 5 starting in FY 2019, with the
intention of reassigning existing troopers to a combination of uniform and undercover assignments to
address the opioid problem.

 Establishes 2 new full-time Criminalist positions in the forensic laboratory to address backlogs.

 Provides $250,000 of general funds in FY 2018 to support Division of Fire Safety (“Fire Marshal’s Office”)
and Division of Fire Standards and Training and Emergency Medical Services (“Fire Academy”).

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

 Provides 58 new positions for the new women’s prison which is expected to be completed in November
2017.

 Establishes 3 new probation parole officers to address high case load rates.

 Funds new canine units for use in drug detection within and outside of the prisons.
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL

 Provides funding to NH Legal Assistance for additional staff at its Berlin and Claremont offices.

CATEGORY 3 – RESOURCE PROTECTION AND DEVELOPMENT

BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

 Funds the new Department of Business and Economic Affairs which consists of the Division of Travel and
Tourism and the Division of Economic Development formerly under the Department of Resources and
Economic Development.

 Establishes the Council of Partner Agencies to advise the new Commissioner. The Council is comprised
of the Executive Directors of the Business Finance Authority, Community Development Finance
Authority, New Hampshire Housing Finance Authority, and the Chancellor of the Community College
System.

FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT

 Provides approximately $1.5 million in general funds over the biennium to support the fish and game
fund, an increase of $300,000 over last biennium.

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

 Funds the new Department of Natural and Cultural Resources which includes the former Department of
Cultural Resources, and the Divisions of Parks and Recreation and Forests and Lands formerly under the
Department of Resources and Economic Development.

 Increases appropriations for the travel and tourism development fund by $1.5 million over the
Governor’s recommended level, which represents a 17% increase over last biennium.

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

 Fully funds existing state aid water grants at Governor’s recommended levels.

 Amends statute to provide the NH Drinking Water and Groundwater Advisory Commission with powers
similar to the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP), to administer grants, loans,
and matching funds from the Drinking Water and Groundwater Trust Fund.

CATEGORY 4 – TRANSPORTATION

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

 Fully funds highway block grants to municipalities (apportionment A) by providing approximately $70
million over the biennium.
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 Provides approximately $87.5 million in dedicated road toll (“gas tax”) revenue over the biennium to the
Highway and Bridge Betterment Program.

CATEGORY 5 – HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

 Allocates $18.8 million over the biennium in the form of rate increases to service providers, including:

 $2.2 million for public guardians;

 $6 million for providers of elderly and adult Medicaid services (Choices for Independence, Mid-Level
Care, Case Management, and personal care services);

 $1.8 million for providers of elderly and adult non-Medicaid services;

 $4.4 million for increases to the “board and care” and “board and care and education” rates for
residential service providers serving clients of the Division of Children, Youth, and Families; and

 $4.4 million for an increase in the bundled rate for early intervention services.

DHHS – DIVISION OF HUMAN SERVICES

 Adds $8.7 million over the biennium for increased provider rates and additional bed capacity for youths
so they may be placed in the community instead of the Sununu Youth Services Center. Also, reduces the
Sununu Center’s budget by over $6 million over the biennium. Combined, these changes result in a
general fund savings of $1.3 million over the biennium from the Governor’s recommended level.

 Provides funding for 20 additional child protective services workers, implementing recommendations
made by the independent assessor’s DCYF report issued in December 2016.

 Adds $500,000 per year over the Governor’s budget for domestic violence crisis centers, an increase of
33% over last biennium.

 Allocates $2 million of unspent FY 2017 appropriations to the Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and
Drug Abuse Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery for the construction of a substance abuse wing at the
Sununu Youth Services Center.

 Establishes an Associate Commissioner position with responsibility for overseeing the Division for
Children, Youth, and Families.

DHHS – OFFICE OF MEDICAID BUSINESS AND POLICY

 Appropriates $707.2 million in FY 2018 and $737.7 million in FY 2019 for Medicaid managed care and
fee-for-service, reflecting an assumed caseload reduction compared to the governor’s budget.

 Appropriates $100,000 for the purpose of funding a new county-state Partnership for Long-Term Care
plan.
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DHHS – ELDERLY AND ADULT SERVICES

 Appropriates $804 million over the biennium for nursing home services and Choices for Independence
services to serve the elderly in home and community settings.

 Allocates $3.2 million in FY 2018 and $9.14 million in FY 2019 for rates increases to nursing homes and
other nursing services.

 Provides funding for the foster grandparent and congregate housing programs.

DHHS – DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH

 Appropriates $175 million in total funds over the biennium to the Division, to provide rural health and
primary care services, food protection functions, oral health services, maternal and child health care,
supplemental nutrition for women, infants, and children (WIC), public health laboratories, and other
services.

DHHS – DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

 Increases funding for Assertive Community Treatment (ACT) teams by $3 million over the FY 2016-2017
budget.

 Adds $19.9 million in total funds over the biennium for the provision of mental health services, including
a Medicaid wraparound benefit for children with severe emotional disturbances (beginning in FY 2019),
20 designated receiving facility beds, 20 transitional step-down beds in FY 2018 and 40 such beds in FY
2019, a mobile crisis team and related apartments, and 8 peer crisis respite beds.

 Increases funding for the Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention, Treatment,
and Recovery from 1.7% to 3.4% of the prior year’s gross Liquor profits.

DHHS – DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES

 Appropriates $250.1 million in FY 2018 and $260.9 million in FY 2019 for developmental services, an
increase of $57 million over FY 2016 actual expenditures and FY 2017 adjusted authorized amounts.

 Allows the Department to receive up to $4 million per year in additional general funds if necessary, with
prior Fiscal Committee approval.

NEW HAMPSHIRE HOSPITAL

 Requires the DHHS commissioner to develop a plan for the removal of the remaining 24 youths from NH
Hospital and ensure they continue to receive needed care.

NH VETERANS HOME

 Establishes an Assistant Director of Nursing to oversee electronic medical records and continuous quality
improvement.
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 Provides that any unexpended Veterans Home appropriations in FY 2018 may be used to fund a salary
enhancement of up to 15% for licensed nursing assistants working at the Home to open additional beds
now vacant due to a lack of staff.

CATEGORY 6 – EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

 Fully funds adequacy grants.

 Provides additional per pupil aid to charter public schools (except for the Virtual Learning Academy
Charter School (VLACS) of $250 in FY 2018 and $375 in FY 2019 compared to the current aid amount.
Also, clarifies the definition for a full-time or full-time equivalent student for VLACS payments and
provides VLACS an annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) adjustment to their aid amount.

 Renames the “catastrophic aid” special education aid program to “special education aid”, while making
no changes to the funding formula. This program will provide approximately $45 million to districts over
the biennium.

 Provides $14.8 million in career and technical education (CTE) tuition and transportation aid to schools
districts.

 Establishes the Public School Infrastructure Revitalization Trust Fund, to provide aid for school facility or
infrastructure needs as determined by the Governor in consultation with newly established Commission
comprised of members of the General Court, the Director of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management, the Commissioner of Education, and public members.

 Creates a new Robotics Education Development Program and provides $375,000 in grants to public
schools for establishment a robotics team and participation on competitive events.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE (CCSNH)

 Provides approximately $96 million over the biennium for the Community College System of New
Hampshire, an increase of $7.3 million over the current biennium.

UNVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE (USNH)

 Provides $162 million over the biennium for the University System of New Hampshire.

POLICE STANDARDS AND TRAINING COUNCIL

 Fully funds requested budget at approximately $3.5 million each year.
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