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AN ACT relative to marriage registration forms.
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Merr 18; Rep. Kaen, Straf 5

COMMITTEE: Judiciary

ANALYSIS

This bill provides that, upon marriage, either person may retain his or her surname prior to
marriage, take the surname of the other party, or hyphenate the surnames of both parties. A person
who takes the other party’s surname also may change his or her middle name to his or her surname
prior to marriage.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in brackets and struckthrough.]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Fourteen

AN ACT relative to marriage registration forms.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

69:1 New Paragraph; Marriage Registration Forms; Name Change. Amend RSA 5-C:41 by1

inserting after paragraph II the following new paragraph:2

II-a.(a) Upon entering into marriage, either party may retain his or her surname prior to the3

marriage or change his or her surname to the surname of the other party or change the surname to a4

hyphenated combination of the full surnames of both parties. If a party requests a surname change5

under this paragraph, that party may also change his or her middle name to his or her surname6

prior to the marriage. Each party shall indicate on the marriage application worksheet the party’s7

name after marriage.8

(b) Provided that the change is not made for a fraudulent criminal or wrongful purpose,9

the name of each party after marriage as indicated on the marriage application worksheet and10

marriage license shall become the sole legal name of each party after marriage. If a party indicates a11

name change other than as described in subparagraph (a), the party shall request approval of the12

court.13

69:2 Effective Date. This act shall take effect January 1, 2015.14

Approved: May 27, 201415

Effective Date: January 1, 201516


