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THE COMMITTEE ON Judiciary

to which was referred SB 26-FN

AN ACT relative to asbestos actions.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill

BE RE-REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

BY A VOTE OF: 5-0

Senator Bill Gannon
For the Committee

SB 26-FN would have allowed NH businesses who are named as defendants to be dismissed from a
lawsuit when there is no evidence that the business caused the plaintiffs injuries. The defendant
would be dismissed without prejudice so if the plaintiff later discovers tort damages caused by a
dismissed party they could be brought back by the defendant into the litigation.  This bill also sought
to be transparent by letting the jury know that the injured party may be receiving an additional
award from the National Asbestos Trust Funds. Although well intended the Committee felt it best to
rerefer the bill to allow stakeholders the time to create a solution that protects both veterans and
small businesses of New Hampshire.
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JUDICIARY
SB 26-FN, relative to asbestos actions.
Re-refer to Committee, Vote 5-0.
Senator Bill Gannon for the committee.

SB 26-FN would have allowed NH businesses who are named as defendants to be dismissed from
a lawsuit when there is no evidence that the business caused the plaintiffs injuries. The
defendant would be dismissed without prejudice so if the plaintiff later discovers tort damages
caused by a dismissed party they could be brought back by the defendant into the litigation. 
This bill also sought to be transparent by letting the jury know that the injured party may be
receiving an additional award from the National Asbestos Trust Funds. Although well intended
the Committee felt it best to rerefer the bill to allow stakeholders the time to create a solution
that protects both veterans and small businesses of New Hampshire.


