HB 363 - AS INTRODUCED

2023 SESSION

23-0288
06/08
HOUSE BILL 363
AN ACT relative to deadlines for candidates filing by nomination papers for state general
elections.
SPONSORS: Rep. See, Merr. 26; Rep. Moffett, Merr. 4

COMMITTEE: Election Law

ANALYSIS

This bill changes the deadlines for candidates filing by nomination papers for state general
elections.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struekthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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06/08
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Twenty Three
AN ACT relative to deadlines for candidates filing by nomination papers for state general

elections.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Elections; Nominations by Primary; Filing by Other Candidates. Amend RSA 655-14-a to read
as follows:
655:14-a Filing by Other Candidates. Every candidate for state or federal office who intends to

have his name placed on the ballot for the state general election by means other than nomination by

party primary shall file a declaration of intent with the secretary of state as provided in RSA 655:17-

RSA-655:14] no later than 5:00 p.m. on the third Monday of July of the year of the state
general election.
2 Elections; Nominations by Papers; Certification. Amend RSA 655:41, I to read as follows:
655:41 Certification.

I. Each nomination paper shall be submitted to the supervisors of the checklist of the town
or ward in which the signer is domiciled or is registered, and a majority of the supervisors shall
certify whether or not the signer is a registered voter in said town or ward. The supervisors of the
checklist shall certify nomination papers under this section in a timely fashion, so that their
certification shall be complete for each candidate, together with any objections to the nomination
papers submitted, no later than 5:00 p.m. on the [Wednesday2-weeks-before-the primary| Tuesday
10 weeks before the general election or 11 weeks before the general election if the primary
election will occur 9 weeks before the general election. Each nomination paper shall be
submitted to the supervisors of the checklist no later than 5:00 p.m. on the [Wednesday5—-weeks
before—theprimary| Tuesday 13 weeks before the general election or 14 weeks before the
general election if the primary election will occur 9 weeks before the general election.

3 Elections; Nominations by Paper; Filing Deadline. Amend RSA 655:43, I to read as follows:
655:43 Filing Deadline.

I. Nomination papers shall be filed with the secretary of state no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
[Wednesday—one—-week-beforetheprimary| Tuesday 9 weeks before the general election or 10
weeks before the general election if the primary election will occur 9 weeks before the
general election. Nomination papers to be filed shall be grouped by municipality. No nomination
papers shall be accepted by the secretary of state unless the candidate shall have met the age and
domicile qualifications for the office he or she seeks at the time of the general election and meets all

the other qualifications at the time of filing; and if a candidate for the office of governor, executive
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councilor, state senator, or state representative, unless the candidate shall file with the nomination
papers an affidavit of qualifications as provided in RSA 655:28 and 655:29; and if a candidate for
United States senator or United States representative, unless the candidate shall meet the
qualifications for office under RSA 655:3 and 655:4.

4 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.



